
Scenic Kentucky 
Enjoy a leisurely drive down one of Kentucky’s scenic byways for a glimpse 
of our history and culture as well as the breathtaking beauty of autumn in 
the Bluegrass State. Kentucky has three National Scenic Byways and doz-
ens of state designated byways. Read on for more information about a few 
of our autumn drives or visit Kentucky Tourism’s Scenic Byways page for a 
complete list of driving excursions. Before you hit the road, be sure to ex-
plore Kentucky’s changing colors on the Kentucky Tourism ColorFall 2007 
web site. 
 
NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS 
 
Country Music Highway (144 miles) The sounds of traditional Appalachian 
and contemporary country music can be heard along US 23, also known as 
the Country Music Highway. This Byway runs almost the entire length of 
eastern Kentucky and is the home to over a dozen well-known musicians 
including Loretta Lynn, the Judds and Ricky Skaggs, just to name a few. 
The Byway is as rich in natural beauty and history as it is in musical oppor-
tunities. Preeminent in the area is Jenny Wiley State Resort Park situated 
on beautiful Dewey Lake. Make this stop along your drive a priority and see 
the majestic wildlife on an elk viewing tour. The elk viewing tours are of-
fered at Jenny Wiley State Resort Park during weekends in October 
through March.  
 
Red River Gorge Scenic Byway (45 miles) Take a journey through mag-
nificent natural wonders and discover more than one hundred stone arches, 
waterfalls and plenty of natural beauty. Carved over eons by the Red River, 
today's Gorge is now Kentucky's prime site for outdoor adventures; such as 
canoeing, rock climbing and kayaking. Filled with history, recreational op-
portunities and natural beauty, the byway tempts you to stay a little longer. 
 
Wilderness Road Heritage Highway (94 miles) Trace the footsteps of 
early pioneers including Daniel Boone, as you travel this scenic Byway. En-
joy the panoramic views of the Appalachians at Cumberland Gap National 
Historic Park, known as the “first great gateway to the west.”   A few notable 
stops along the byway include Pine Mountain State Resort Park where elk 
viewing tours are available November through January; the Colonel Sand-
ers Café and Museum in Corbin and the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.  
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KENTUCKY SCENIC BYWAYS 
 
Cumberland Cultural Heritage Highway (187 miles) Experience life away 
from the hustle and bustle of urban areas. Rural landscapes, small towns, 
abundant lakes and rivers, and significant historical sites combine to make 
this highway an important part of Kentucky’s byway system. Recreational op-
portunities are never far away on this byway made up of different routes in 
southern Kentucky.  
 
Great River Road (67.3 miles) This trip in far western Kentucky provides 
sweeping views of the majestic Mississippi River. See Columbus-Belmont 
State Park, an important Civil War site, and Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge. 
 
US-68 (106 miles) This route takes you through Kentucky’s Bluegrass Re-
gion. The road follows rolling hills highlighted by miles of black and white 
planked fences, horse barns that could be mistaken for mansions and lime-
stone rock fences built by Irish stone masons in the mid-1800s. 

Destination Spotlight: Bowling Green  
 
Fall is the perfect time for a road adventure.  Take one of the driving tours 
around Bowling Green and catch the dynamic colors while experiencing sig-
nificant sites.  Travel the Civil War Discovery Trail and see fifteen historical 
places or take the Duncan Hines Scenic Byway past Nolin Lake, through the 
Mammoth Cave National Park.  If pop culture is more your thing, try the John 
Carpenter’s Reel Sites, Real Scary driving tour and see the ‘Master of Hor-
ror’s childhood home and school as well as streets and places mentioned in 
some of his films.  And no fall trip should be complete without a pumpkin festi-
val, like the one at family-run Jackson’s Orchard, and a haunted house, like 
Nightmare at Cambridge Square, both open on weekends through Hallow-
een.  Coupons, brochures for several attractions and all driving tour maps are 
available at the Visitor Information Centers at I-65, exit 22 on Three Springs 
Road and I-65 exit 28 inside the National Corvette Museum lobby. 
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